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Summary

"The Jews of Algeria and the French Occupation (1830-1870)", provides
an in-depth study of the situation of Algerian Jews during the first decades
of French colonial rule. It focuses on the role played by certain Jewish
financial and commercial elites, particularly the Bakri and Busnach
families, in the Algerian-French debt issue and its political repercussions,
which France exploited as a pretext to justify its occupation of Algeria in
1830. The study also examines the colonial policy adopted by the French
administration toward the Jewish community through the reorganization
of its religious, judicial, educational, and administrative institutions in
accordance with the objectives of the French colonial project, which
sought to gradually integrate Algerian Jews into the French system.
Furthermore, the thesis highlights how this process culminated in the
promulgation of the Cremieux Decree in 1870, which collectively granted
French citizenship to Algerian Jews. This decree brought about significant
changes in their legal, social, and political status and contributed to
deepening the political and social divisions between them and the Muslim
Algerian population, in a manner that served French colonial interests and
reinforced its presence in Algeria .
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