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Abstract

France committed nuclear crimes in Algeria during the 1960 to acquire
nuclear weapons, finding the Algerian Sahara a fertile ground for atmospheric
nuclear detonations in Reggane and underground tests in In Ekker, completely
disregarding human health and the environment. This study aims to shed light
on the realities of French nuclear crimes in Algeria and their consequences, as
well as the prominent domestic and international reactions towards them. To
achieve this, the study adopts the descriptive-historical method to track the
historical events and chronologically describe the aftermath of these crimes,
alongside the analytical method to examine these historical realities and draw
conclusions. Among the findings reached is that France's conduct of
atmospheric nuclear explosions in Reggane and underground ones in In Ekker
between 1960 and 1966 aimed at joining the global "Nuclear Club.' These were
not merely military-technical experiments, but rather nuclear crimes against
humanity and the environment; their lingering effects continue to devastate the
local population through cancerous diseases, congenital deformities, eye
diseases, and environmental pollution. Regarding domestic and international
reactions, the Provisional Government of the Algerian Republic (GPRA)
rejected these nuclear explosions and classified them as heinous crimes. While
Arab and some African nations opposed and condemned the French nuclear
crimes in Algeria, Western countries allied with France supported this atrocious
crime perpetrated at the expense of the Algerian people and their land, viewing
it as an achievement for France.
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