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Abstract:

This study aims to understand and analysis the social and symbolic and
knowledge backround representations of artificial intelligence technologies
among university students, and more specifically, to reveal how they perceive
and interpret ChatGPT with in the academic and research paths. And the extent
to which they succeeded in balancing beneficial use with acadimic integrity in
itsutilization and determine this,

To this end, we posed the following central question:

What are the social representations of artificial intelligence — ChatGPT —
from the perspective of sociology studentsat the University of Djelfa?

This central question encompasses three sub-questions:

1- What prior knowledge and academic background do sociology students
have regarding the application of ChatGPT?

2- Do student reconcile the practical advantages of ChatGPT with adherence
to the principles of academic integrity?

3-What are the students' perceptions of ChatGPT?

To answer these questions, we chose the University of Djelfa “Ziane Achour”
as our study place (site), then we used an online questionnaire with a targeted
sample, followed by a simple random sample of 40 second-yearMaster’sstudents
in sociology.

Our descriptive and analytical approachis based on structural functionalism
and the approach of Pierre Bourdieu. The sociological analysis allowed us to
draw the following conclusions:

- Students tend to use ChatGPT more for practical, everyday purposes than
for academic or scientificones.

— There is an ethical and cognitive tension between their desire to use
ChatGPT for scientificpurposes and their fear of compromis in academic
integrity.

— ChatGPT is no longer perceived as a passive tool, but as a symbolic and
cognitive entity that gives its users a sense of power and intellectual superiority.
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