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This study examines the issue of criminal protection afforded to healthcare
professionals under the Algerian Penal Code, particularly in light of the increasing incidence
of assaults that threaten this category during the performance of their duties or in
connection therewith.

The central research question addressed by this study is: How has the Algerian
legislator provided for the criminal protection of healthcare workers, and to what extent is
this legal framework effective and efficient in combating such offenses? The Algerian
legislator has established a special regime of criminal protection for healthcare workers,
recognizing the critical and sensitive nature of their sector and the responsibilities they
bear. This protection is enshrined in Ordinance No. 20-01, which constitutes the most recent
legal framework in this domain. The ordinance criminalizes acts that compromise the safety
of healthcare personnel and introduces specific legal provisions and penal sanctions aimed
at ensuring deterrence and reducing recidivism.

The study addresses the various forms of crimes committed against healthcare workers, the
constituent legal elements of these offenses, and the penalties prescribed by law.

This legal orientation reflects the legislator’s conviction that protecting healthcare
workers is not merely a matter of safeguarding a professional category, but a fundamental
necessity for ensuring the stability of the healthcare sector—an essential pillar of public
order—given the vital services it provides to the public interest.
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