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Conclusion:
The National State in Algeria: Between Revolutionary Legitimacy and Development
Challenges (1989 — 1962).

Following its independence in 1962, the Algerian national state was built on the ruins
of settler colonialism. Under the leadership of Ahmed Ben Bella, the new state derived its
primary authority from "revolutionary legitimacy." The government focused on consolidating
internal sovereignty by establishing strong public institutions and achieving social stability,
while pursuing an independent foreign policy to strengthen Algeria's position in international
relations.

During the Boumédie¢ne era, the state shifted its priorities toward achieving full
economic independence. This was pursued through the nationalization of national resources
and the development of a heavy industrial sector. However, this development model faced major
obstacles, including bureaucratic difficulties and a strict reliance on hydrocarbon revenues. By
the 1980s, the sharp decline in oil prices exposed the vulnerability of this rent-based economy.
This economic crisis triggered widespread social unrest in October 1988, which ultimately led
to the adoption of the 1989 Constitution. This new constitution marked the official end of the
one-party system and the socialist approach. It attempted to transition the state's political
authority from historical and military success to democratic pluralism and elections, in order to
face the challenges of a new era.

Keywords: National state, Revolutionary legitimacy, Rentier economy, October 1988 events,
The oil crisis, Bureaucracy.



