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Study summary :

The study aimed to know the effects of fake accounts on social networking sites
on collective awareness, by clarifying the methods used by fake accounts to
influence the ideas and opinions of community members in the new digital
environment “Facebook”.

- This study falls within the descriptive studies, relying on the descriptive and
survey approach. The research community is represented by all users of
Facebook “the target population ”, while the available community is represented
by the students of Media and Communication Sciences at the University of
Martyr Zian Ashour in Djelfa at their various levels “Bachelor, First Master,
Second Master”. The questionnaire was distributed to 100 respondents and
reliance on simple observation.

- The spiral of silence theory and the uses and gratifications theory were
applied and projected onto the subject of the study. The study concluded with a
set of results, -the most notable of which are:

There is a clear impact of fake accounts on the collective awareness of
Facebook users, as these accounts contribute to misleading public opinion and
directing users’ perceptions. The results also showed that the intensity of digital
interaction leads to the creation of an artificial public opinion instead of
credibility.

The study concluded that the digital space is reshaping collective consciousness
due to rapid spread, making fake accounts an influential factor in building
social perceptions.

There is a clear impact of fake accounts on the collective awareness of
Facebook users, as these accounts contribute to misleading public opinion and
directing users’ perceptions. The results also showed that the intensity of digital
interaction leads to the creation of an artificial public opinion instead of
credibility.

Keywords: fake accounts, social networking sites, collective.
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