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Abstract:.

This study examines the figure of Ibn Tumart through a comparative
critical analysis between Eastern Islamic sources and their Moroccan
counterparts. The research aims to explore how each group of sources
portrayed lbn Tumart, whose personality was closely linked to the rise
of the Almohad state in the Islamic West during the 6th century AH /
12th century CE. The study adopts a historical, analytical, and
comparative methodology based on collecting, analyzing, and
comparing historical narratives within their political, doctrinal, and
intellectual contexts.

The study reveals a clear divergence between Eastern and Moroccan
sources in their representation of lbn Tumart. Most Moroccan,
particularly Almohad, sources tended to glorify him by attributing
religious qualities such as asceticism, scholarship, infallibility, and
Mahdism, in order to reinforce the political and religious legitimacy of
the Almohad state. In contrast, Eastern sources generally adopted a more
critical perspective, questioning some of his religious claims and
portraying his movement as a political project that exceeded the limits of
religious reform.

The research further demonstrates that the image of Ibn Tumart was not
merely an objective reflection of historical events, but rather a product
of the ideological and doctrinal orientations of historians. This highlights
the importance of the critical historical method in dealing with historical
sources. The study concludes that understanding Ibn Tumart’s character
requires a balanced reading of the various narratives within their broader
historical context, avoiding both excessive glorification and absolute
rejection.

Keywords: Ibn Tumart, Almohad State, Eastern Sources, Moroccan
Sources, Historical Criticism, Mahdism, Infallibility, Islamic




