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Abstract :

The subject of this study, titled **Yahya al-Ghazal al-Jayyani (156-250 AH): His
Life and Diplomatic Activity"" deals with the personality of Yahya ibn al-Hakam
al-Ghazal al-Jayyani, one of the prominent figures of Al-Andalus during the era of
the Umayyad Emirate. Al-Ghazal combined literature and diplomacy, serving as
both an eminent poet and a seasoned ambassador who represented the Umayyad
state in several significant missions.

The study aims to highlight the various aspects of his life and his literary and
scholarly standing, with a particular focus on his diplomatic activities and his role
in strengthening the foreign relations of Al-Andalus. The research details the
accounts of his embassies to both the Byzantine Empire and the Normans
(Vikings), outlining the surrounding political circumstances and the unique
characteristics that distinguished Al-Ghazal in his diplomatic work.

The study concluded that:

. Yahya al-Ghazal possessed the political insight and intelligence that enabled
him to perform his duties efficiently.

- His diplomatic endeavors contributed significantly to strengthening the
position of the Umayyad state in Al-Andalus.

« His personality represented the ideal model of an Andalusian ambassador—
combining culture, eloguence, and negotiation skills—which extended his
influence beyond the political sphere into the civilizational and cultural
realms.

Key words: Yahya al-Ghazal - Al-Andalus — embassy — diplomacy - Byzantine
Empire - the Normans (Vikings).
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