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The abstract:

This study aims to shed light on the reality of education in Algeria
during the French colonial period, examining the educational policies
pursued by France since its occupation of Algeria in 1830. The colonial
administration sought to dismantle the existing educational framework and
replace it with a French system designed to entrench colonial culture
within Algerian society, while systematically weakening religious and
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educational institutions and suppressing the Arabic language. In response,
the national movement, scholars, and reformers mounted a sustained
opposition to these policies through the promotion of public awareness and
the establishment of independent schools, which played a pivotal role in
preserving the Arabic language and consolidating national identity. The
Declaration of November 1st, 1954, stands as the first proclamation of the
National Liberation Front (FLN) and the founding document announcing
the outbreak of the revolution against French colonial rule. The
Declaration explicitly affirmed that the defining constituents of the
Algerian people - including the Arabic language - formed the very
foundation of their existence and the driving force behind their struggle,
thereby formally proclaiming Algerian national identity. The Soummam
Congress of August 20th, 1956, represented the culmination of the national
movement's long struggle, enabling revolutionary leaders to reorganize
their efforts comprehensively across all political and military domains. The
Tripoli Programme of 1962 saw the National Council of the Algerian
Revolution formally adopt the policy of Arabization, which was explicitly
defined as empowering the Arabic language - following independence - to
reclaim its rightful status as a language of culture, civilization, and public
life. In the post-independence era, Arabic was elevated to a constitutional
pillar, with the Constitution of 1963 enshrining it as the official language
of the nation.



