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Abstract

This study aims to examine how satire and irony are employed in
addressing sensitive issues through an analysis of the television program
Piers Morgan Uncensored. The research was guided by a central
guestion concerning how television talk shows utilize the characteristics
of carnivalesque discourse avnd satirical communication in their

treatment of issues related to genocide.

The study adopted a mixed-methods approach, combining the
descriptive-analytical method with qualitative interpretive analysis. This
was achieved through content analysis of the selected sample,
examining its units and categories of analysis, as well as applying a
carnivalesque analysis based on its four main characteristics. The
theoretical framework addressed the concepts of carnivalesque theory
as developed by Mikhail Bakhtin and the role of satirical journalism in

television talk shows.

The findings revealed that talk shows rely on visual and production
techniques that intensify dramatic interaction within episodes, thereby
highlighting participants’ reactions and emotions in a direct manner. The
analyzed episodes focused primarily on political and humanitarian
issues, employing critical and satirical approaches aimed at influencing
audience perceptions and shaping public attitudes toward the issues
discussed. These findings emerged from the content analysis of the

sample.

From a carnivalesque perspective inspired by Mikhail Bakhtin’s theory,

the study demonstrated that contemporary talk shows exhibit several

carnivalesque features, including satire, the disruption of formality,




polyphony (the plurality of voices), and the redistribution of power within

the dialogue.
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