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- Mouloud Gaid : MOKRANI, Edition, Andalous, Alger, 1993, p 177

-René Gendarme: L'économie de I'Algérie, librairie Armand Colin,
Paris, 1959, p 154
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Summary

French colonial policies in Algeria (1830-1914) caused a profound
civilizational shock that transformed society both demographically
and culturally. The French administration dismantled tribal and clan
structures in order to eliminate their influence, which led to the
isolation of women and a reduction of their active social role. The
confiscation of land triggered a massive rural exodus toward the
outskirts of major cities, resulting in the emergence of impoverished
shantytowns and slums that housed migrant workers. This occurred
alongside the deterioration of healthcare services and the spread of
epidemics and devastating famines, particularly the famine of 1867—
1868, which dramatically increased mortality rates and caused a sharp
population decline, leading to migration toward the Levant, Tunisia,
and Morocco.
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Economically, the traditional social divisions based on tribal
affiliations gradually disappeared and were replaced by new unequal
social classes. At the top were European settlers, who seized fertile
lands and major sources of wealth. In contrast stood the khammas
sharecroppers and agricultural laborers, burdened by debt and drawn
from marginalized peasants and nomadic populations. At the same
time, a modern working class emerged, laboring in ports, mines, and
railways, alongside a French-educated Algerian bourgeois elite
integrated into the colonial administration.

Culturally, the colonial regime waged a campaign to erase Algeria’s
Arab-Islamic identity through policies of French assimilation and
missionary education. It also targeted traditional education by
destroying and restricting zawiyas (religious lodges) and kuttabs
(Qur’anic schools), which were regarded as strongholds of popular
resistance.
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