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Abstract

This dissertation addresses the question: Can We Think of a School Without Philosophy? through an
examination of Matthew Lipman’s Philosophy for Children project, one of the most influential
contemporary educational initiatives that sought to restore the role of philosophy within the
educational institution. The study is based on the premise that education and philosophy are closely
interconnected, as both aim to develop the individual’s intellectual and moral capacities.

The research explores the philosophical and educational foundations of Lipman’s model, highlighting
its emphasis on dialogue, inquiry, critical thinking, and reflective judgment. It also examines the
educational significance of transforming the classroom into a community of inquiry where learners
actively participate in constructing knowledge through questioning and discussion.

Furthermore, the study analyzes the relationship between philosophy and education from
epistemological and pedagogical perspectives and evaluates the relevance of Lipman’s approach in
contemporary educational contexts. The findings demonstrate that philosophy is not merely an
additional academic subject but a fundamental educational approach that fosters autonomy,
responsibility, creativity, and critical awareness among learners.

Consequently, the dissertation concludes that it is difficult to conceive of a school capable of fulfilling
its educational mission without incorporating philosophical thinking and dialogue into its practices.
Philosophy remains an essential dimension of education, contributing to the formation of thoughtful,
reflective, and engaged individuals.
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