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Abstract:

This study aims to identify the extent to which students of Media and
Communication Sciences at Ziane Achour University of Djelfa rely on Facebook
to follow current national events. The study was conducted during the 2025/2026
academic year at Ziane Achour University, Djelfa, using the descriptive method.
A questionnaire was employed as the main data collection tool and was
administered to a sample of 186 students selected through stratified sampling. The
study was based on the Media Dependency Theory as its theoretical framework.
The study yielded several important findings, including:

« A high level of reliance on Facebook for following national events among
the majority of Media and Communication students, with the categories
“Always” and “Often” prevailing over “Sometimes” and “Rarely”.

« A noticeable preference for official Facebook pages as a source of national
news, alongside a significant tendency to combine both official and
unofficial pages, indicating students’ search for a balance between
credibility on the one hand and diversity and speed of information on the
other.

. The motives for relying on Facebook were distributed among cognitive
motives (obtaining immediate information and reducing ambiguity),
interactive motives (discussion, exchange of opinions, and following
debates), and habitual motives (daily routine and the feeling of being
connected to local social reality).

Keywords: Students, Facebook, Current Events, Dependency.
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