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Abstract

For centuries, the Ottoman Empire served as the protector of Islam and
Muslims. However, it began to experience a noticeable decline in the late 18th
and early 19th centuries, which enticed European colonial powers to seek control
over its territories, especially in North Africa. In this climate of political turmoil
and social transformations, intellectual stagnation combined with political
corruption to bring the Ummah to a historical crossroads. While the Wahhabi
movement was active in Najd, the Maghreb witnessed the emergence of the
Sanusi movement led by the reformist Imam Muhammad ibn Ali al-Sanusi. He
shouldered the concerns of the Ummah, establishing a comprehensive Islamic call
rooted in the Quran and Sunnah, which began in Libya and spread across North
Africa and the Sahara Desert.

The temporal framework of this research covers the pivotal period from the
late 18th century (the Imam's birth in 1787 AD) to the mid-19th century, a phase
that coincided with the weakening of Ottoman presence in Algeria and the
beginning of the French invasion, and witnessed the formation and rise of the
Sanusi Order as a religious, social, and political force.

This research aims to study the intellectual and methodological foundations of
the reformist project of Imam Muhammad ibn Ali al-Sanusi and how these
foundations impacted society and the state in the Maghreb and the Mashriqg. The
study covers his upbringing and education in Algeria and Fez, his journey to the
Mashrig and his influence by Sheikh Ahmad ibn Idris, and his settlement in
Cyrenaica, Libya, where he established the Zawiya al-Bayda as the center of his
call. The research also examines al-Sanusi's reform efforts among the tribes, and
the educational, social, and political impacts of the Sanusi movement.

The study adopted a historical approach to trace the life of Imam al-Sanusi
and analyze events and their chronological sequence. It also utilized a descriptive-
analytical approach to diagnose his reformist ideas, analyze the dimensions of his
intellectual and political project, and describe the organizational structure of the
Sanusi zawiya network.

Keywords: Muhammad ibn Ali al-Sanusi, Sanusi Movement, Islamic Reform,
Zawiya al-Bayda, Maghreb, Hejaz, Libya, 19th Century, Jihad.



