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Abstract

This study examines the problem of the relationship between language and symbolic
domination, with the aim of uncovering the mechanisms through which language operates as
a tool for the production of meaning and the construction of power relations, as well as
exploring the possibility of developing a critical consciousness capable of resisting such
domination. The study is based on the assumption that language is not merely a rigid and
neutral instrument of communication; rather, it is a space in which meaning is created and
shaped, and through which power is exercised. Symbolic domination functions by controlling
and shaping consciousness from within through the redefinition of words, the monopolization
of the power of naming, the internalization of the oppressor’s image, and the colonization of
minds.

In the first chapter, a theoretical foundation is established for understanding language
as a producer of meaning through a review of linguistic and pragmatic approaches that move
beyond the instrumental conception of language and instead view it as action, system, and
social practice. In the second chapter, the study analyzes the mechanisms of linguistic
manipulation that reproduce symbolic domination through rhetorical strategies based on
logical fallacies and semantic inversion, discursive mechanisms grounded in the authority of
naming and presuppositions, and technological mechanisms that shape consciousness
through digital platforms and algorithms. In the third chapter, the study moves from
diagnosis to the construction of alternatives by presenting tools for deconstructing dominant
discourse, including the identification of fallacies, the questioning of assumptions, and the
distinction between rhetoric and evidence. It also discusses the conditions for alternative
communication, such as inclusiveness, effective participation, and rationality, while
examining the internalization of domination and the ways of liberating consciousness from it
through dismantling the oppressor’s image, promoting collective dialogue, and moving from
individual to collective awareness.

The study concludes that resistance to symbolic domination is not merely a theoretical
project that can be reduced to a set of instructions and recommendations; rather, it is a daily
practice that begins within our lived reality and from within domination itself. Such resistance
requires an awareness that language can function as a hidden form of power, the gradual
removal of the oppressor’s image from the self, a transition from individual criticism to
collective dialogue, and a shift from passive consumption to active participation in the
production of meaning. The study ultimately affirms that liberation from symbolic domination
is both possible and necessary for the emancipation of reason and the construction of a more
credible and less conflict-ridden reality.

Keywords: Language, Symbolic Domination, Meaning Production, Symbolic Power,
Discourse, Critical Consciousness, Linguistic Manipulation, Internalization of Domination,
Resistance to Domination, Alternative Communication.
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