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Abstract

This study is situated within the context of the critical epistemological
reviews undertaken by contemporary Arab thought. It primarily revolves
around the central question: What 1s the nature of the relationship between
heritage and modernity in contemporary Arab thought?

The thesis aims to analyze this complex relationship and trace its
epistemological manifestations and transformations within Arab intellectual
consciousness through a three-part research structure.

The first chapter, "The Conceptual Framework of Heritage and Modernity,"
examines the nature of this relationship and its historical roots, beginning
with the "shock of modernity" brought about by Bonaparte's campaign,
which transformed the relationship into one of confrontation with the
Western Other, and culminating in the debate over "authenticity and
modernity." The chapter also analyzes the epistemological tension between
two opposing perspectives: one that views the relationship as a complete
epistemological rupture with the past as a prerequisite for the future, and
another that regards it as one of continuity, considering heritage an
indispensable foundation for modernization.

The third chapter, "Currents of Contemporary Arab Thought," investigates
how this relationship is reflected in the intellectual projects of three major
schools of thought. It shows that the relationship assumes a reconciliatory
and reformist character in the works of Al-Afghani, Muhammad Abduh, and
Rashid Rida; a critical and deconstructive character that prioritizes modernity
in the historical-materialist and secular approaches of Al-Jabri and Husayn
Muruwwa; and finally, a synthetic reconciliatory approach that seeks to
integrate the achievements of modernity with the particularity of Arab-
Islamic heritage.

The study concludes that the relationship between heritage and modernity in
contemporary Arab thought is neither one of exclusion nor inevitable
conflict. Rather, it i1s a dynamic dialectical relationship that calls for
reinterpreting heritage through modern critical and deconstructive
methodologies while adapting the values of modernity to the historical and
cultural specificity of the Arab self.
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