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Carte de I'AOF ("Les sept colonies qui composent I'Afrique occidentale francgaise" in L'oeuvre de la France en *
Afrique occidentale, numéro spécial de L'lllustration, 29 février 1936, p. 261)
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Summary: “
Cultural and religious resistance in Mauritania against the French occupation (1903-1960)
represents an important aspect of the country’s national history of resistance. It shows that
opposition to colonialism was not limited to military action, but also extended to the cultural and
religious spheres, which are considered the foundation of Mauritanian identity. From the
beginning of its occupation, France sought to impose a colonial policy based on Francization and
cultural assimilation by restricting traditional education, attempting to control the religious sphere,
promoting the French language and culture, and isolating Mauritanian society from its Arab and
Islamic environment.
In response, a cultural and religious resistance emerged, led by scholars, shaykhs of the mahadir
(traditional Qur’anic schools), and Sufi orders. These institutions became centers for preserving
the Arabic language, spreading Islamic sciences, and reinforcing values of resistance and
commitment to Islamic identity. This resistance also contributed to raising national awareness
and protecting society from cultural assimilation, while supporting political and national resistance
against the French presence.
The study concludes that the role played by religious and cultural elites was decisive in preserving
Mauritania’s civilizational identity and ensuring the continuity of its cultural and religious
foundations until independence in 1960.

Keywords: Mauritania, French occupation, cultural resistance, religious resistance, mahadir.
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