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Abstract

This study examines the legal regulation of the audiovisual sector in Algeria in light of
the 2020 Constitution, Organic Law 23-14 and their legislative complements, seeking
to uncover the gap between legal texts and the actual institutional practice of the
regulatory authority. The study adopts an integrative methodology combining historical,
analytical, and comparative approaches, drawing on multiple theoretical approaches.
The findings reveal that despite notable legislative progress, Algeria's regulatory
framework suffers from three structural gaps, that prevent genuine media independence:
A structural space in appointment, and financing mechanisms, an implementation space
due to the absence of objective licensing criteria, and a digital gap in addressing cross-
border content — demonstrating that Algeria's media regulation crisis is fundamentally
one of institutional implementation rather than legislative deficiency.

Keywords: Legal regulation; Audiovisual sector; Regulatory authority; Media
independence; 2020 Constitution; Organic Law 23-14.
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First: Research Problem and Objectives

This study examines the gap between the legal framework and
the actual institutional practices of the audiovisual regulatory
authority in Algeria. It seeks to assess the effectiveness of the
legislative reforms introduced by the 2020 Constitution in
establishing genuine independence for the audiovisual sector, free
.from political dominance and economic pressures

The thesis raises a fundamental question regarding the extent to
which the newly established legal frameworks are capable of
keeping pace with rapid digital transformations while ensuring
media pluralism within an environment characterized by structural
.gaps that hinder full institutional independence

Second: Methodological and Conceptual Framework

The study adopts an integrated methodological approach
:combining three principal methods

Historical Method' To trace the evolution of media legislation_.1
in Algeria

Analytical Method: To analyze the legal texts related to the .2
.Constitution and the Media Law 2020

Comparative Method' By drawing upon international .3
experiences—particularly European and Tunisian models—to
.evaluate the Algerian experience

Conceptually, the study focuses on defining audiovisual
broadcasting and its evolution from the traditional concept based
on terrestrial (Hertzian) transmission to the contemporary digital
concept, demonstrating how digitalization has expanded the legal
.scope of media terminology

Third: Main Themes of the Study (Content Analysis)




Legal Requlation and the Requlatory Authority (Between_.1
(Institutional Importation and Localization

The study identifies a phenomenon referred to as "Hollow
Institutional Importation," whereby Algeria adopted legal
structures and institutional models inspired by Western regulatory
bodies such as ARCOM and OFCOM, without providing the
necessary political and cultural conditions for their effective
.functioning

As a result, regulatory authorities remain dependent on the
executive branch in terms of appointment procedures and
financial resources, making their proclaimed independence highly
.Questionable

Standards of Reqgulatory Independence .2

The thesis argues that regulatory independence cannot be
achieved merely through legal provisions but depends on
:structural factors, including

e Appointment procedures and their susceptibility to political
.nfluence

¢ Financial independence, as government funding continues to
.represent an indirect mechanism of control

e Accountability mechanisms and the balance of powers among
.state institutions

"The Concept of "Soft Censorship .3

The study introduces the concept of Soft Censorship, manifested
.in Algeria through regulation by funding

This approach enables the state to influence private media outlets
not through direct censorship, but by controlling the distribution of

government advertising, thereby creating an undeclared system of
.economic dependency that significantly affects editorial policies

Challenges of the Digital Age and Artificial Intelligence .4

The thesis discusses three major contemporary challenges facing
-audiovisual regulation



e _Regulation of major digital platforms (such as Facebook, TikTok
and YouTube), which have become the largest distributors of
media content without being adequately subject to national
.regulatory frameworks

e Cross-border regulation, particularly the issue of determining the
Country of Origin Principle, as many television channels
broadcast from European servers while targeting Algerian
.audiences

o Artificial Intelligence and algorithms, which generate phenomena
'such as filter bubbles and echo chambers, influencing users
.perceptions without their awareness

Fourth: Findings and Recommendations

The study identifies three major structural gaps within the Algerian
:regulatory framework that prevent genuine media independence

Structural Gap: Appointment mechanisms and funding remain .1
.closely linked to the executive authority

Implementation Gap: A discrepancy exists between the .2
progressive constitutional provisions and actual practices, which
.continue to favor restrictive control

Digital Legal Gap: Traditional regulatory mechanisms face .3
significant challenges in addressing digital platforms and artificial
.intelligence technologies

:Final Recommendations

e Reform the appointment procedures of members of the audiovisual
regulatory authority to ensure broader representation and greater
.independence from the executive branch

e Establish independent funding mechanisms for media institutions
in order to reduce reliance on government advertising as an
.nstrument of influence



e Modernize media legislation to address cross-border regulation
and bridge the legal gaps associated with digital platforms and
.emerging technologies
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