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Amina wadud, Qur'an and woman, p94. L !

The marriage of subjugation at the time of revelation was premised on the need for females 2
to be materially

provided for by some male. The ideal male for a female child was the father, and for the adult

female, the husband. op, cit, p87.
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Amina wadud, Qur'an and woman, p83-84-85. L !
it is impossible to attain the Qur'anic ideal with regard to mutuality ('They [feminine plural] are 2
raiment for you [masculine plural] and you are raiment for them'(2:187)), and with regard to
building between them ‘love and mercy' (30:21), when the husband—father is split between

more than one family. op, cit, p83.
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Abstract: (English)

This study examines the development of feminist movements in the
West and the Arab world and uncovers the determinants of the harem
in its various forms, which have contributed to its consolidation and
reproduction. The study also highlights the manifestations of this
system in contemporary feminist discourses through critical readings of
issues such as the veil, inheritance, and polygamy, and the forms of
exclusion and marginalization they reveal. Fatima Mernissi’s discourse
constitutes a central focus of the analysis, particularly in her critique of
traditional authorities that have been used to reinforce male dominance,
through questioning interpretive readings and challenging certain
misogynistic prophetic hadiths. The research concludes by analyzing

Mernissi’s experience of the harem in both Eastern and Western



contexts, demonstrating how her readings reveal the extension of the
harem structure to other representations, as well as her use of the
character Scheherazade to expose the duality of cultural

representations of women.

Keywords: Harem, male dominance, feminist discourse, -cultural

representations.
Abstraite: (Francais)

Cette étude examine le développement des mouvements
féministes en Occident et dans le monde arabe et met en lumiere les
déterminants du harem sous ses différentes formes, qui ont contribué a
sa consolidation et a sa reproduction. Elle souligne également les
manifestations de ce systéme dans les discours féministes
contemporains a travers des lectures critiques de questions telles que
le voile, I’héritage et la polygamie, ainsi que les formes d’exclusion et
de marginalisation qu’elles révelent. Le discours de Fatima Mernissi
constitue un axe central de I’analyse, notamment dans sa critique des
autorités traditionnelles utilisées pour renforcer la domination
masculine, en remettant en question certaines interprétations et en
critiquant certains hadiths misogynes. L’étude se termine par I’analyse
de I’expérience de Mernissi du harem dans les contextes oriental et
occidental, montrant comment ses lectures révelent I’extension de la
structure du harem a d’autres représentations, ainsi que son recours
au personnage de Shéhérazade pour dévoiler la dualité des

représentations culturelles de la femme.



Mots—clés: Harem, domination masculine, discours féministe,

représentations culturelles.



