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Abstract :

This study examines the decorative character of religious architecture in the city of
Tlemcen during the Zayyanid and Marinid periods through a descriptive, analytical, and
comparative investigation of two representative monuments: the Mosque of Sidi Abi
Hassan as a Zayyanid model and the Mosque of Sidi Boumediene as a Marinid model.
The study aims to identify the artistic and aesthetic characteristics of their architectural
decoration and to highlight the role of construction materials and decorative techniques
in shaping the visual identity of the region during the seventh and eighth centuries AH
(thirteenth and fourteenth centuries CE).

The findings reveal that religious architecture in Tlemcen relied on a wide range of
materials, including plaster as the principal medium for carved decoration, zellij for wall
and floor revetments, cedar wood for roofing structures, in addition to marble and brick.

The decorative program was based on three principal themes: vegetal decoration
(arabesque), characterized by the stylization of natural forms such as foliated motifs and
palmettes; geometric decoration, founded on mathematical principles of symmetry and
repetition, particularly in stellar geometric patterns; and Arabic calligraphy in both Kufic
and Naskh (Maghrebi-Andalusian) scripts, which served not only a religious function but
also played a fundamental role in organizing decorative compositions.

The comparative analysis highlights the distinctive characteristics of each artistic
tradition. The Mosque of Sidi Abi Hassan represents the principal reference model of
Zayyanid architectural decoration, distinguished by its relative simplicity, harmonious
composition, and visual balance, while reflecting the enduring influence of the Almohad
artistic tradition. In contrast, the Mosque of Sidi Boumediene illustrates the maturity of
Marinid decorative art through its rich ornamental program, technical sophistication, and
highly refined craftsmanship, particularly in its elaborately decorated monumental
entrances clad with foliated zellij.

The study further demonstrates the existence of a shared artistic tradition within the
framework of Maghrebi-Andalusian art, as both monuments exhibit common materials
and decorative techniques, including multi-layered carving and openwork carving. At the
same time, each monument preserves distinctive local features that reflect the
architectural identity of its respective dynasty. This artistic interaction contributed to the
emergence of a unique decorative tradition that established Tlemcen as an important
artistic center capable of assimilating diverse influences and transforming them into a
distinctive architectural expression reflecting the political and cultural rivalry between
the Zayyanid and Marinid dynasties.

Keywords: Tlemcen; Religious Architecture; Architectural Decoration; Zayyanid

Dynasty; Marinid Dynasty.



