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Abstract

The study sheds light on the Russian—-European relations and the Strategic
depth between them.

This relationship is characterized by complexity and interconnection in the
political, economic and Security dimensions, Russia Is considered as one of
the main Partner in European Security issues, and There Is no talk about
European Security without considering the Russian role and its influence on the
European Security system. Therefore the European continent represents a
prominent focus to the Russian strategy, as it is a vital depth in its national
Security.

This study contributes to understand the behavior of both parties, bieng
essential actors in the international system and to from a more accurate Picture
in understanding the conflicts taking Ipace in the vicinity of both the Russian
federation and the European Union.

Russia Is Europe’s largest source of energy and its largest trading partner,
which makes the relationship subject to the dichotomy of conflict and interests
in the balance of power in the structure of the international system on the one
hand, and the Imperatives of dependence and cooperation on the other.

The occurrence of number of issues and events showed opposed stance from
both parties and the failure to reach a common ground, notably since Putin’s
Russia often uses the energy card to put pressure on the EU policies, which
makes it win its bets despite the sanctions imposed on it (the annexation of
Crimea). Therefore Russia, from a pragmatic and realistic standpoint, continues
to expand its influence over the European continent to regain its position as a

global power.
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