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Study summary

The first international criminal tribunals were established after the Tokyo and
Nuremberg trials in the 1990s to respond to atrocities committed during the conflict
in the former Yugoslavia and the mass killings in Rwanda. The Security Council
established both the International Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and the
equivalent International Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR).

Since then, mixed courts have also begun to be established to pursue crimes
committed at the national and international levels. There are examples of such hybrid
courts in Kosovo, Bosnia and Herzegovina, East Timor, Sierra Leone, Cambodia and,
most recently, Lebanon.

It is not possible at this stage to assess the deterrent effect of these special and
mixed courts in preventing future crimes. There is not enough evidence to prove this.
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